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 Thank you so much C-MORE for the GEMS grant! On April 14th and 15th we had the 
privilege of going to Coconut Island to learn about the role plankton plays in our ocean’s food 
chain. We also learned about how “gorilla ogo” has been a nuisance to our coral reefs in 
Kaneohe Bay and what is being done about it. 
 
 Our journey stared at Heeia peer. It was a calm and beautiful morning with the ocean 
top looking like glass. With everyone set to go, with life jackets on, we headed out on our boat to 
Coconut Island. We were all bustling with anticipation as our drag net was let out to catch 
unknown creatures called plankton. After a few minutes, our catch was brought aboard and to 
our untrained eyes, it looked like we caught a bunch of dirt. We would eventually learn 
otherwise. We soon docked at Coconut Island and left our boat to continue on our learning 
adventure. We were asked to split up into two groups. One group went to learn about “gorilla 
ogo” and the other group went to a recently built science lab on the island to look at our water 
sample we had just taken from our ocean drag. 
 
 The science lab was amazing! We learned that there were different types of plankton in 
the ocean like zooplankton and holoplankton. I wouldn’t want to be a holoplankton because I 
would never get the chance to change into an interesting creature like a crab! 
After we learned a few things, we had the opportunity to look at our own sample under high-
powered microscopes. Wow! It’s like a whole new world that I was looking at! I saw little 
plankton of different shapes and sizes; some moving around and others staying still. It was fun 
drawing what I saw on a piece of paper. It is amazing that so many ocean creatures depend on 
such small things. The “gorilla ogo” was fun to touch and look at; of course, you had to wear 
gloves. We found so many different creatures that lived in the ogo. I found baby crabs and brittle 
stars! We were told that even though the ogo was home for other creatures, there is too much of 
it in the bay. In fact there is so much that it is preventing our coral reefs from being as healthy as 
it could be. I also learned that scientist go out in the water and use a vacuum to help suck up the 
ogo. I sure would hate to have to separate the ogo from all the living creatures in it, that would 
take too long!  
 
 Our day ended with our lunch and a short mini tour of the tiger shark. We even got a 
chance to look at some of the experiments scientists on the island were working on. I have to say 
this was the best fieldtrip ever!  
Again thank you for the opportunity, C-MORE, for the GEMS grant that helped us to go to 
Coconut Island and learn so much.  
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